
19 Sept sympathy boycott against Los Angeles Transit Lines, a subsidiary of National City 
Lines, but now considered it unwise. Talley sought Kings guidance on the question, 
noting that the MIAS struggle was not with the bus company but against state and 
local segregation ordinances. 
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Mr. Manuel D. Talley, Action Director 
National Consumers Mobilization 
P.O. Box 6533 
Los Angeles 55, California 

Dear Mr. Talley: 

Thanks for your very kind letter of August 17. First, let me apologize for being 
somewhat tardy in my reply. Absence from the city plus the accumulation of a 
flood of mail account for the delay. 

After reading your letter I think you have analyzed the situation correctly. It is 
true that the bus company has softened a great deal since the Supreme Court’s 
decision, and that the stumbling block which we confront at this time is really the 
city officials of Montgomery. In the light of this, I would not advocate your boy- 
cotting the Los Angeles Transit Lines. We certainly appreciate your interest in 
our struggle, and your willingness to help us at every point. Your moral support 
has given us renewed vigor and courage to carry on. I am very happy to know of 
your interest in the Tallahassee situation. I am sure that whatever you can do 
there will be highly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. k n g ,  Jr., 

MLKrmlb 

President 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 63. 

To Lafayette Dudley 

19 September 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

After reading Kings April 1956 article “Our Struggle” for a research project, Dudley, 
i n  a 3  September letter, praised Kings ‘~sychobgical, philosophical and sociological” 
insights, adding that Kings f m e r  roommate, Philip Lenud, had introduced them in 
a Boston barbershop during the summer of1g55. Dudley noted that while attending 
college he had “long pondered starting a crusade for my brothering [brethren?] ”and 
asked for Kings advice: “Do you feel that I should get an early start before Ij(inish 
school?”‘ King encourages Dudley and suggests that he talk with two prominent 
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I. Dudley attended Boston Junior College from September 1955 to May 1957. 
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chgymen at Boston University, Howard Thurman and Allan Knight Chalmers. On 

organization to “motivate constructive social change. ’’ 

20 Sept 
15 December Dudley sent King a rambling letter in which he proposed forming a new ‘956 

Mr. Lafayette Dudley 
33 Braddock Park 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Lafayette: 

Thanks for your very kind letter of September 3. I should say that I definitely 
remember meeting you in Boston through our mutual friend Philip Lenud. I am 
very happy to know of your progress and to know of your great interest in our 
struggle. 

Since I have such an accumulation of mail before me as the result of being out 
of the city for several days, it will be impossible for me to go into any detailed 
discussions of the question which you raise. I do feel, however, that the time is 
always right to start a crusade for better human relations. If this is your interest I 
think it would be a fine idea to start now working in that direction. Many great 
movements have started in universities where students were dedicated to a great 
cause. As I remember the Wesley brothers started their reforms while students at 
Oxfor University in England which eventually led to the great Methodist 
Church.2 I could point to so many other great movements that have been started 
by students with noble vision. I hope you will continue to consider this idea. 
Maybe at some future date I will have the opportunity to sit down and talk with 
you concerning the whole matter. In the meantime I would suggest that you talk 
with my good friends Dr. Howard Thurmond and Dr. Allen Knight Chalmers. 
Both of these men could give you excellent advice in this area. 

With warm personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLK: mlb 

TLc. MLW-MBU: Box 16. 

2. King refers to Charles Wesley (1707-1788) and John Wesley (1703-1791). 

To Bayard Rustin 

20 September 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King answers several questions about the bus boycott that Rustin had posed in a 375 
12 September letter. Rustin had wanted to present the in fma t ion  at a meeting on 
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